Yes.  Zero degrees sucks.  And, will the Canadians let us in with all this stuff?  (And let us out with it?)

Staples bubble wrap envelopes (brown paper outside, bubble wrap inside).  You'll need two sizes, you'll need to experiment at the store with a battery pack in hand.  You'll also need hand warmer size heat packs.  Best place to get these is WalMart, $1.97 for three 2-packs. 

Let your hand warmer heat packs get warm for 15 minutes after tearing them open.

Put one heat pack and one battery pack in a Bubble wrap envelope (check sizes in the store, the small ones are not large enough.  Poke a hole in the far corner of the envelope and thread the power cord through it first, then follow with the battery pack.

Now fold over the open end of that bubble wrap envelope and insert the entire envelope into a second larger bubble wrap envelope, again poking a hole in the far end and threading the power cord through first.

Wrap the whole thing with some blue tape and it will stay warm for hours.

I use stackable poly containers for my ZR camera and Sony remote, with two or three large hand warmers, but if you will have an attended station, the attendant can just keep the Canon ZR camera in the car until it's time to go out and plug it in.

Some folks put the ZR camera and Sony remote into a big bubble wrap envelope with some heat packs.  That works too, but at zero degrees I'd double wrap it, and then there's the worry that the remote and camera might get jostled and not be facing each other any more (and no way to check).  

Some folks use soft-sided coolers that fit a six-pack for the camera and battery pack too.

It is all a real pain in the butt.  The ZR camera will stop working in about 10 minutes without protection.  Your green laser pointer will not work unless it's in your inner pocket.  I wrap mine with heat packs.  (I know, some of you don't need one to get oriented, but I like it.)

Hope this helps.  You'll need double hand warmers in your gloves too.   If the wind is blowing at zero F, then heaven help us.

Ted

On Sat, Nov 15, 2014 at 3:45 PM, PAUL MALEY <pdmaley@yahoo.com> wrote:

I have never attempted to operate the 8AA battery packs on camcorders in 0 deg environment. Do any of you have any experience with this?

Paul D. Maley
email: pdmaley@yahoo.com
A large-size handwarmer rubber-banded to the bottom of the OTA right under the objective will help keep it above ambient.  Put two rubber bands on it so it makes good contact.  This is why you buy the handwarmers in bulk.... :-) 

Ted

On Sat, Nov 15, 2014 at 5:14 PM, PAUL MALEY <pdmaley@yahoo.com> wrote:

In the one deploy at 29 deg I did get frost even with black dew shields. We will need to see about Maine and NH. They should be a bit warmer.
